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Update 29.11.11

Focal has released further details of its XS Book desktop music system, which

officially goes on sale in the UK this month for £299 a pair.

The compact XS Book has the "linearity of a small monitor with a maximum

sound pressure level of 96dB SPL at one metre", says Focal.

One of the secrets of the speakers'
performance is said to be the vented
port with a complex shape that has
been modellled by CAD to "minimise
airflow noise and maximise efficacy".

A single multi-function knob controls
volume as well as standby/power.

As standard the speakers come with
a 3.5mm cable to connect them to a
computer or other source, and a 1.5
metre RCA cable (plus 1.5m
extension cable) to connect the two
speakers together.

A carrier bag and taller stand are
options, and the XS Book is
compatible with the Omnimount AB2
standard to allow easy wall mounting
if required.

Published 23.10.11

Panasonic TX-P50ST30
More Reviews

Your views

How do I get more
detailed bass?

i have a little problem
with some broken
speakers

Manticore Mantra
Service/Repair

Returned the Marantz

PM6004..Please help if
you can...

So what's the most
boring sport to watch?

More forum posts

Most read news

£15,000 of Award-
winning kit to be won!

Government to close
cheap CD/DVD tax
loophole

UPDATE: Cambridge
Audio expands DAC

range with wireless

DacMagic Plus

Over 200 record labels
withdrawn from Napster
and Spotify

Pure launches Highway
300Di in-car DAB radio
with free installation

More News

©WHAT HI-FI - 12/2011 - REF: JM1211 XSBOOKUPDATEGB7.PDF-1
Sélectionné par / Selected by Focal-JMlab - Tel. (+33) 04 77 43 57 00 - Fax: (+33) 04 77 37 65 87 - www.focal.com



We first spotted these rather cute looking speakers, designed for desktop use
with a PC or laptop, in the Focal room at this year's Manchester Home
Entertainment Show.

Called the XS Book Music System, Focal - which recently merged with Naim -
describes it as "the ultimate computer 2.0 system, and a true mini monitor".
The speakers could also be used to boost the sound of a flatscreen TV or as an
active music system in a small room.

The 'master' right speaker houses a 2 x 20W amplifier, a 3.5mm stereo jack,
volume control and on/standby switch. There are also RCA inputs for
connecting the left-hand 'slave' speaker to the right-hand 'master’.

Each speaker has a 10cm Polyglass mid/bass driver and a 19mm aluminium
tweeter.

Focal hopes the XS Book system will go on sale in the UK soon through its
independent dealer network for "less than £300".

The company has also revealed details of its Little Bird, Bird and Super Bird
2.1 systems which combine an integrated amplifier/subwoofer with a pair of
Bird satellite speakers. There's an optional iTransmitter Kleer dongle for
wireless streaming of music from iPhones/iPads/iPods.

The systems are expected to go on sale in the UK soon with prices from
roughly £700 to £1000.
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